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Commissioner for Patents 

Applicant's Response, filed 1/20/04, has obviated the outstanding rejection of claims 6-7, 9 and 49-51 under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, first 
paragraph. The only rejection remaining is the rejection of claims 6-7, 9 and 49-51 under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as anticipated by Freeman 
et al. {US2002/0 102651, of record), which claims the same invention. Applicant's request, fded 1/20/04, to hold this rejection in 
abeyance is acknowledged. Due to this potential interference, ex parte prosecution is SUSPENDED FOR A PERIOD OF 6 
MONTHS from the date of this letter. Upon expiration of the period of suspension, applicant should make an inquiry as to the status 
of the application. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner should be directed to Jessica H. Roark 
whose telephone number is (571) 272-0848. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday from 7:30 to 4:00, and on Tuesdays 
and Thursdays from 10:00 to 4:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessftil, the examiner's supervisor, Christina Chan, can be reached at (571) 
272-0841. The fax phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. 
Status information for published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for 
unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair- 
direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 
866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



PHILLIP GAMBEL. PHD 
PRIMARY EXAMINER 



Jessica H. Roark 
Art Unit 1644 
Technology Center 1600 
March 29, 2004 



PTO-90C (Rev.04-03) 



